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Analysis 1: Early South Shore enrollees 
compared to all SPS 3rd  graders

0.08*** 0.37*** 0.06*** 0.07*0.07*Analysis 1: Early South Shore enrollees 
compared to all SPS 3rd  graders (0.01) (0.03) (0.01) (0.03)(0.03)

Analysis 2: Early South Shore enrollees 
compared to early South Shore 
applicants not admitted

0.08** 0.42*** 0.07** 0.100.10Analysis 2: Early South Shore enrollees 
compared to early South Shore 
applicants not admitted (0.02) (0.07) (0.02) (0.05)(0.05)

Analysis 3: Early South Shore enrollees 
compared to later South Shore enrollees

0.06 0.40** 0.12 0.200.20Analysis 3: Early South Shore enrollees 
compared to later South Shore enrollees (0.07) (0.15) (0.08) (0.14)(0.14)

Standard errors in parentheses. Bolded numbers indicate statistical significance; asterisks indicate the level of 
significance: * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of Seattle Public School data.

Standard errors in parentheses. Bolded numbers indicate statistical significance; asterisks indicate the level of 
significance: * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of Seattle Public School data.

Standard errors in parentheses. Bolded numbers indicate statistical significance; asterisks indicate the level of 
significance: * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of Seattle Public School data.

Standard errors in parentheses. Bolded numbers indicate statistical significance; asterisks indicate the level of 
significance: * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of Seattle Public School data.

Standard errors in parentheses. Bolded numbers indicate statistical significance; asterisks indicate the level of 
significance: * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of Seattle Public School data.
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4 See Boyd-Zaharias, Jayne. Project STAR The 

Tennessee Student/Teacher Achievement Ratio Study: 
Background and 1999 Update. HEROS, Inc. Lebanon, 
TN.

5 This statement assumes that there are sufficient 

numbers of observations in the data to prevent a 
handful of extreme or odd observations to be randomly 
assigned to one group or the other and create 
meaningful differences between the groups. 

6 Regression analysis is a quantitative analysis 

technique that describes the statistical relationship 
between a given variable (the dependent variable) and 
one or more other variables (the independent 
variables). For example, achievement test scores (the 
dependent variable in this case) might be related to 
certain observable characteristics such as 
socioeconomic status, English as a Second Language 
status, special education status, and in the case of this 
evaluation, attendance at South Shore. With a sufficient 
number of observations, regression analysis allows us 
to estimate how students included in the model who are 
similar in all other observable characteristics (the 
independent variables) will differ based on their 
exposure to South Shore. 

7 http://www.icsac.org/jsi/2000v1i2/standard_score

8 The specific list of control variables are outlined 

in the data section above. Each of the discussed 
variables is included, untransformed, in a standard OLS 
regression. 

9 After accounting for student demographics, the 

average South Shore student scored approximately 
0.26 standard deviations (approximately 10 WASL 
scale points) above the average SPS 3rd grader on the 
math test and 0.06 standard deviations (approximately 
2 WASL points) above the average SPS 3rd grader in 
reading.

10 The increase in reading is not statistically 

distinguishable from zero.
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